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— When Loren Boutin first heard the stories of Minnesota’s most famous doctor taking part in the grave robbing of the 38 Dakota Indians hanged in Mankato, he was shocked and curious.

Shocked that W.W. Mayo would steal bodies for medical research and that the Mayo Clinic would for more than a century display and hold part of the remains.

And Boutin, a retired psychologist who worked for 24 years at the state hospital in St. Peter, was curious it wasn’t a piece of history widely known locally.

The sordid piece of history, which Boutin of St. Peter first heard nearly 20 years ago, sent him on a long journey that helped him reconnect to his own spirituality and produce a book: “Cut Nose Who Stands on a Cloud.”

Cut Nose, whose body was taken by Mayo and whose skull was returned by the renowned clinic just eight years ago, has been written about in many books covering the 1862 war between the Dakota and U.S. government. But he hasn’t received the attention of Chief Little Crow.

“Cut Nose has been a neglected, prominent person of the 1862 uprising,” Boutin said. “If Little Crow was the president, Cut Nose was the chief of the military staff. He made most of the decisions in regard to the battles. He was probably the most prominent warrior of the uprising.”

He was also one of the most brutal, responsible for the clubbing, knifing and shooting deaths of many settlers, including several women and children. (See related story.)
While Boutin’s book recounts Cut Nose’s role in the short-lived but bloody war, his main interest was on the grave robbery. After the 38 Dakota were hanged in a mass execution (President Lincoln had pardoned the rest of the 303 that were originally scheduled to die), the bodies were thrown into a shallow sand grave in the Minnesota River bottom on the day after Christmas. 

W.W. Mayo, who had a practice in Le Sueur, joined other doctors and townspeople taking wagons to the grave site and loading the frozen bodies. They were sold to various colleges and medical facilities — as far away as Chicago — to be used as medical cadavers.
Mayo took Cut Nose’s body and stored it in an outbuilding before inviting medical colleagues and students over, thawing the body and dissecting it. The flesh was eventually removed and the bones were kept in a rendering kettle at Mayo’s home, where they were used to help teach his sons — Will and Charles — medicine.
The remains — or at least some of them — ended up in Rochester where the Mayo sons were practicing. 

Boutin’s research may have played a role in Cut Nose’s skull being returned.
In the late 1980s and early ’90s, Boutin had several correspondences with the Mayo Clinic — reprinted in the book — in which the clinic denied any knowledge of still having any American Indian remains in its possession.

Boutin turned the letters over to Arvol Lookinghorse. He was part of a group that was working on repatriating Indian remains and he pursued the Mayo angle.
“Later I learned that Mayo had surrendered two skulls to Hamline University for forensic identification,” Boutin said.

Hamline determined that one skull was Cut Nose. It was returned to the Lower Sioux Agency where it was buried in 1998. 

A couple of years later, as a result of the federal Native American Grave Repatriation Act, a museum in Grand Rapids, Mich., identified a piece of Cut Nose’s skin it had in its collection. The skin, tanned and tattooed for identification, and about 4 inches in diameter, was returned to the Lower Sioux Agency.

They are the only remains found of the 38 Dakota who were executed.
Boutin said he has seen photographs of a full skeleton of Cut Nose that hung in the Mayo Clinic or the Mayo home for most of a century and he wonders where the remainder of Cut Nose’s body is.

“Where is the rest of the skeleton? The Mayo Clinic doesn’t just casually dispose of human remains. If they don’t have them, what did they do with them? I don’t think they’ve been honest,” Boutin said.

A telephone call to Mayo media relations seeking comment was not returned.
For Boutin, the more than 15 years spent researching and getting to know the Dakota have produced not only a book, but personal fulfillment. A devout Catholic as a boy, Boutin turned from the church when he said a Jesuit priest tried but failed to sexually proposition him.

“He exploded my spiritual balloon. I was a devout skeptic and you couldn’t convince me there was any kind of existence after death,” Boutin said.

“But after coming into contact with the Indians, I have a fairly firm belief in Native American spirituality.”

Boutin was president of the Mdewakanton Club, which helps put on the annual powwow. He was given permission by a tribal spiritual leader to make a pipe from the traditional red pipestone and his pipe was blessed by Ray Owen, a current Dakota spiritual leader.

“Being a pipe carrier comes with obligation. I have to live like a pipe carrier and I’m trying to live up to that,” Boutin said. “I haven’t smoked (the pipe) yet. I was told I will find out what kind of prayers it contains before I smoke it.”


Indian infamous for brutality, drinking

In many ways, Cut Nose symbolizes the pride, ferocity, despair, brutality and discord that marked the conflict of white settlers’ presence in the land and lives of the Dakota Sioux Indians of southern Minnesota.

Cut Nose was a promiscuous youngster, a skilled hunter and a proud young man who was quick to fight with other young men in his tribe. As a man, surrounded by the white settlers pouring into the area, he became a well known and belligerent drunk.
But it was Cut Nose’s leadership and brutality during the Dakota Conflict of 1862 that marks his place in U.S. history.

Louren Boutin, the St. Peter resident who recently released his book, “Cut Nose Who Stands on a Cloud,” said that while Chief Little Crow was the leader at the time of the uprising, it was Chief Cut Nose who was a key warrior in the bloody attacks waged by the Dakota.

Cut Nose received his name because of a facial deformity. His Indian name was Who Stands on a Cloud.

He was one of the 38 Dakota who were hanged in Mankato in the nation’s largest mass execution Dec. 26, 1862. The bodies were taken from a shallow mass grave in the Minnesota River bottom by doctors and townspeople, who sold some of the bodies as medical cadavers. Skin was also taken from many of the bodies, tanned and sold as novelty items.

Cut Nose’s body was taken and used as a medical cadaver by W.W. Mayo of Le Sueur, whose sons would go on to found the Mayo Clinic.

Boutin’s book says that for years Cut Nose was infamous among settlers and his fellow Dakota for being a drunk. The problem reached a point that Cut Nose gave up whiskey after nearly being stripped of his leadership in the tribe.

In the first days of the bloodshed, before many of the settlers heard of the uprising, Cut Nose led a small group of about eight warriors who walked up to settlers’ farmsites, greeted them in a friendly manner and then killed them.

The first settler Cut Nose killed was a woman whom he bludgeoned on the head with a war club. On the second day he intercepted a wagon of several women and children who had heard of the bloodshed and were fleeing to Fort Ridgely. Boutin’s book said Cut Nose personally killed them all. 

Cut Nose led an attack on New Ulm that met with strong and unexpected resistance and he went back to the Lower Sioux Agency where Little Crow and other warriors were preparing for an attack on Fort Ridgely.

While Little Crow led a diversionary attack on the fort, a larger force attacked from another direction. But Little Crow was injured and the strong defense of the soldiers, including the use of cannons, eventually caused the Dakota to retreat. 

They attempted a large-scale attack on New Ulm, which was met with heavy, fortified resistance and the Dakota retreated.

With soldiers streaming to the area, the conclusion of the short war was already sealed.
Boutin’s book covers the fate of Cut Nose’s remains, some of which were returned to the Sioux tribe just eight years ago, as well as recent history of Mankato residents’ often crude reactions to the bloody war and more proud moments of reconciliation with the Dakota people.

Boutin’s book received a five-star rating from Midwest Book Review, which calls it, “A fascinating close study of history and a recommended addition to Native American biography shelves.”

“Cut Nose Who Stands on a Cloud” ($14.95 North Star Press) is available from Amazon.com, at the Mankato and MSU Barnes and Noble and at The Bookmark at Gustavus Adolphus College in St. Peter.

If You Go
What
Book signing
Who
Loren Boutin signing copies of his book “Cut Nose Who Stands on a Cloud”
When
1 p.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday
Where
Blue Earth County Historical Society, 415 E. Cherry St., Mankato 
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